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II.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


Taz Sudhakar, of the 25th a has Seog from oh i 
‘ce inthe Pubna COrrespondent that some prostitutes of tne 
_ se place a buried a dead body in the burial- 
ground of the Mahomedans with the assistance of a Hindu police constable. 
I; is not known whether the dead body was that of a Hindu or of a Maho- 
nedan. The Mahomedan community of the place have made represent- 
ations to the police on the subject, but the police authorities are quite 
indifferent in the matter. 

9 The Samaya, of the 25th April, says that it cannot sufficiently 
characterise the wickedness of the police under 
English rule. Instead of preserving the peace, 
the police breaks it, and instead of protecting life and property it destroys 
them. At times the doings of the police make the civil population think 
that they are all Russian political exiles in Siberia, or the Armenian sub- 
jects of the Porte or the Greeks of Crete. The doings of the Unmritsur 
police, who are stated to have stripped naked on the public road a young 
Brahmin girl, Nitived Kur by name, for the purpose of taking a minute 
descriptive roll of her person, are then referred to, and the following remarks 
are made :— 


Police oppression in the Punjab. 


It is doubtful whether it would have been possible to commit, under 


the oppressive Mussulman regimé, such oppression as the Umritsar police 
has been guilty of. Did one ever hear of oppression more cruel and revolt- 
ing than that to which the young Nitived Kur has been subjected? The 
girl was once convicted of theft and made full expiation of ‘her guilt in 
prison. Why then subject her to this fresh and more grave insult and 
humiliation P Does not the Punjab, the birthplace of the great hero, 
Ranjit Singh, and the country of the Sikh people, now contain a single 
man worth the name? It is astonishing that the people of Uomritsur did 
not adequately punish the police on the spot, and it is a wonder that the 
respectable people of that place took no remedial measures that very 
moment? ‘The news of the destruction of Umritsur would have been a 
hundred times more welcome to the writer than the news of this pusilani- 
mous conduct of its people has been mortifying to him. 

_ Nitived has gone nobody knows where, and it is doubtful whether she is 
alive at the present moment. And who is to restore the poor girl to her 
parents ? Will the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab do it? ‘Will 
the Punjab police do it? Will the British Government do it? The 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab should make prompt inquiries into the 
ui, ne punish the official by whose order the police is behaving so 
recklessly. 

d. The Bangabasi, of the 26th April, says that a rumour is afloat 
sq etdmashes in village in the district that a gang of budmashes are every night 

7 perpetrating shocking cruelties on the people 
of Kalikatchha in Tipperah. ‘Tne oppressions reported are of so horrible a 
nature as to pass belief. The police authorities should make a secret 
‘oquiry into the correctness or otherwise of the rumour, and if it proves to 
be correct, able detectives should at once be employed to trace the culprits. 


(b).— Working of the Courts. | 
4. The 4l Punch, of the 21st April, publishes a cartoon about the 


sax, ttoon on the Dum-Dum murder O’Hara case, in which the sword of justice and 


the serpent of unlawful murder with a soldier’s 
had on its head are weighed in a balance, and the serpent is found turning 


SuUDHAKAR, 


Apl. 25th, 1890. 


SAMAVA, 


- Apl. 25th, 1890. 


BANGARBASI, 


Apl. 26th, 18¢0. 


Av Ponca, 


Apl, 21st, 1890, 


BURDWAN SANSJIVANI, 
Apl. 22nd, 1990. 
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the scale, Justice is represented by a female figure pale and worn ont. The 
letter press is to the following effect :-— 


“ The guilt 18 proved, but the guilty man is let off.” — 


5. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 22nd April, makes the following 
Assessment of the roadcess on proposals in connection with the levy of the 
takhiraj-holders. road cess on holders of lakhiraj lands :— 

1. The lakhiraj-holders should be required to send their road cogs 
returns to the zemindars of the villages in which their lands are situated 
and the copies of those returns to the Collectorate. . 

2. Those should be exempted from the necessity of sending returns 
either to zemindars or to Collectorates whose annual income from lakhiraj 


- Jands is Jess than Rs. 5. 


SANJIVANT, 
Apl, 26th, 1890. 


8. The duty of assessing the income of lakhiraj lands should be 
entrusted to zemindars, and Collectorate officers should interfere only when 
there will be a difference of opinion between the zemindar and the lakhiraj- 
holder on the subject of assessing. 


As the zemindar gets one-half of the amount of the road cess paid by 
the lakhiraj-holders, he will for obvious reasons never assess lakhiraj lands at 
less than their proper value, and so Government may rest assured that its 
road cess revenue will not decrease if the work of assessing the value of 
lakhiraj lands is left in the hands of the zemindars. The zemindars are 
now put to much trouble in recovering from lakhiraj-holders their share of 
the road cess, and the adoption of the above proposal cannot but be advan- 
tageous to them. 

If effect is given to these proposals, the work of the Collectorates will be 
greatly reduced and lakhiraj-holders will on their part avoid the worry and 
trouble which they now experience in paying the road cess. 


6. The Sanjtvani, of the 26th April, says that Mr. Price, District 

Mr. Price, Magistrate of Rajsba. Magistrate of Rajshahye, is following in the 

hye. footsteps of his predecessor, Mr. Phillips, in 
the performance of his judicial duties. Everybody knows how Mr. Phillips 
worried the people of Rajshahye; and seeing how the same disposition is 
developing itself in Mr, Phillips’ successor, one feels inclined to think that 
the fault lies not in the Magistrates themselves, but in some mysterious 
uality of the magisterial chair of Rajshahye, and that Rajshabye is like 

Lenk, about which the Bengali adage says that “whoever goes there 
becomes a Ravan.” In one case, Mr. Price refused the parties, under 
section 119 of the Criminal Procedure Code, copies of the papers submitted 
by the police, although they were lawfully entitled to have copies thereof. 
And in a suit between the Maharani Swarnamayi and Messrs. Jardine, 
Skinner and Company, the mukhtar for the Maharani having. cited Mr. 


Price as a witness for his client, Mr. Price took it as a contempt of Court, 
and served the following notice on the mukhtar :— 


“You are hereby called upon to show cause why you should not be 
punished for contempt of Court in having a petition made to the District 
Magistrate requesting that the evidence of Mr. Price, who is the District 
Magistrate himself, should be taken in the hearing of the case under 
section 145 Criminal Procedure Code ; lst party, Jardine, Skinner and Coa- 
pany, 2nd party, Maharani Swarnamayi. 


" The contempt consists in your citing the Magistrate himself to give 
evidence in a case being actually heard by him, and in respect of which case 


the Magistrate can have no knowledge of the circumstances, baving been 
recently deputed to this district. | 


“You are further, by this notice, called upon to show cause why you 
should not be suspended, pendiog the disposal of the case of contempt 
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Court which it is intended to institute against you, for having presented the 
petition referred to in the initial portion of this notice. 


‘¢ J. O. Price, 
© 99.3-90.” 


In his explanation, the mukhtar stated that the fact of his citing 
Mr. Price as a witness did not constitute the offence of contempt of Court, 
especially as this was done in a Court other than Mr. Price’s own and at the 
request of the client. But the Magistrate was not satisfied with this explana- 
tion and served the following notice upon the mukhtar :— 

“The alleged contempt: consists in citing the Magistrate trying the case 
as a witness in that very case. I have never heard of such a step being 
taken by any respectable legal practitioner. Primé facie there has been a 
show of disrespect to the District Magistrate who is trying the case, and to 
whom the petition was addressed. The petition happened to be presented 
‘n the Court of the Senior Deputy Magistrate, but he was merely the District 
Magistrate’s locum tenens, the District Magistrate being away in’ the in- 
terior on duty. The plea of acting up to the instructions of the client is invalid. 
Mukhtars have certain duties to fulfil in the courts-in which they practise ; 
one of these is to show proper respect to Magistrates presiding in ¢hose 
courts. Not all the instructions of clients can override this plain and in- 
evitable objection. The responsibility of citing upon clients’ so-called instruc- 
tions rests solely on the mukhtars so instructed. They cannot shift this 


responsibility. ‘The final explanation from the petitioner mukhtar will be 
due on Monday, the 7th April. 


J. O. Price, 
© 8.4.90.” 


In answer to this, the mukhtar stated that there was no law under 
which his action could be construed to have been a contempt of Court.. But 
as the Magistrate was of opinion that contempt of Court had been com- 
mitted, the mukhtar tendered his apology to Mr. Price. 

No further action has been taken by the Magistrate, and it seems that 
the matter will end here. But will the Magistrate take the trouble of read- 
ing his law-books ?P 

7. Acorrespondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 27th April, has learnt 
ite Munsif of Manikganjinthe that the other day, Gopal Babu, Munsiff of Manik- 

o_o oo ganj, dismissed a peon for some offence, and 
appointed in his place a man of his own to the supersession of the claims 
of others. When the peon was dismissed, the Munsifi’s man was engaged 
in doing some temporary work, and so the Munsiff instead of filling up the 
vacancy waited till his man was free to join the new post. So much for 
the impartiality of the Munsiff. 

According to the rules, the Nazir’s seresta ought to be placed 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Apl, 27th, 1890. 


under the first Munsiff. But it has been, as a matter of fact, placed under © 


the second Munsiff. | 
(d)— Education. | 


8. The Sahkachar, of the 23rd April, refers to the oozing out of the 
The Calcutta University scandals,  (uestions set at the last F.A. Examinations 

| and remarks as follows :— 

These scandals connected with the University Examination happen 
year after year, simply because the University authorities, who, by the 
way, have a very high opinion of their. own attainments, do not think it 
worth their while to consult outside opinion in University matters. In the 


Sawachar, 
+ Apl, 23rd, 1890. 


SAMAYA, 
A pl ° 25th, 1890. 


SUDHAKAR, 


SaANJIVANT, 
Ap. 26th, 1890. 


SANJIVANI, 


Apl. 25th, 1890. 
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opinion of the writer there can be no objection to appointing Professor. 
of colleges as examiners; but to allow them to set papers on subjects 
which they themselves teach is certainly wrong. That questions haye 
leaked out this year is because the examiner, who sets questions in 
subject, is the person who also teaches that subject. As good men can 
be now had outside the Education Department, they alone should be required 
to frame questions for the University Examinations. 

As the head examiners at the Entrance Examination have nothing 
to do with the teaching of the subjects on which they set papers 
there can be no harm -in their continuing to frame questions for that 
examinatiun. But the questions for the higher examinations should be 
framed by outsiders and not by the Professors of the colleges. If they are 
at all framed by the latter, let those teaching the F. A. class frame ques- 
tions for the B. A. Examination, and those teaching the B. A. class frame 

uestions for the F, A. Examination. It is hoped that Mr. Justice 

urudas will not allow himself to be won over by the sweet smiles of 
the Director of Public Instruction, and that he will prove by independent 
action that he is able to put down the scandals connected with the Exami- 
nations. The practice of appointing as examiners men who are wholly 
ignorant of English is next alluded to and condemned. If such men are 
made examiners they should be required toset questions in some other 
language than English, and the examinees should in that case be required 
to write their answers in that other language. In conclusion, the writer asks 
the University authorities to appoint a Committee for the purpose of reform- 
ing the present system of conducting the examinations. 

9. The Samaya, of the 25th April, cannot approve of the Resolution 
of the Senate of the Calcutta University reject- 
ing certain papers set at. the last F. A. 
Examination, The Resolution will result in injustice to those candidates 
who were really ignorant of the rejected questions before they were set at the 
examination, and who answered those questions well. In the opinion of the 
writer a fresh examination ought to have been held in English prose and 
Sanskrit poetry. | | 

10. The Sudhakar, of the 25th April, says that want of moral 
training has made school-boys extremely 
immoral, and one proof of this will be fouad 
on the walls of the principal schools and colleges in Calcutta. The 
Calcutta Madrassa is, however, an honourable exception in this respect. 
ll ogame authorities should at once take steps to remedy this state 
of things. | | 

11. Babu Piyari Sankar Das, an inhabitant of Kalia, and Assistant 

Babu Rasiklal Banerji of the Surgeon of Bagura, writes to the Sanjivant, 
Bethune College. of the 26th April, to say that, if Babu 
Rasiklal Banerji, teacher of the Bethune College, be Rasiklal Baner)! 
of Lakshimpasa Jaipur, then he will vouch for the fact that Rasiklal 
married the daughter of the late Golak Chandra Acharjya of Chota Kalia 
somewhere about the year 1874, while his first wife was still living. Babu 
Piyari Sankar is willing to prove this fact by any evidence that may be 
considered necessary. 

12. The same paper says that the prospects of the native members 

Sir Alfred Croft and natives in the Of the Education Service are not‘at all cheer- 
Ecucation Department. ing. And this prevents promising young men 
from entering that Department. Distinguished graduates like Babus Bepin 
Vihari Gupta, Sasibhusan Datta, Nilkanta Mazumdar, Devendra Nath 
Basu, and Upendra Nath Mitra, although they have been members of the 
Education Service for the last eight or nine years, have not yet bad the 
good fortune to draw salaries of even Rs. 800 a month. But Sir Alfe 


The last F. A. Examination. 


School-boy morality in Calcutta. 
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ecently seen fit to appoint Mr. E. M. Wheeler, a grandson of the 
rou Soe Krishna Mohan Banerjee, to be a Professor of the Krishna- 
- e College on so high a salary as Ks, 250 a month, although this young 
P ntleman passed his M. A. Examination only in 1886. If such liberal 
alaries were offered in all cases, even Roy Chand Prem Chand students 
would be found willing to enter the Education Service. But during the 
entire period of his service as head of that Department, Sir Alfred Oroft has 
never been known to offer such a salary to asingle distinguished native 
te. nas 
“si Alfred Croft has also seen fit to appoint Mr. W. Billing, B.a., as 
Principal of the Krishnagore College, overlooking the claims of men like the 
Revd. Lalbihari De and Dr. P. K. Ray. Mr. Billing is only a B.A. of 
the Calcutta University, and obtained his degree so late as 1886, and yet he 
has been considered fit to receive charge of a first class college, whilst neither 
the Revd. Lalbihari De nor Dr. Ray was ever considered worthy of that 
honour. Nothing could better illustrate the capricious way in which Sir Alfred 
Croft conducts his department. 

13. The same paper complains that, although natives are found compe- 
| tent to teach English in the B.A. and even 
in the M.A. classes, they are not still, as a 
rule, appointed examiners in that subject by the University Authorities, In 
the last F.A. Examination there was only one native gentleman among the 
eight examiners in English, and in the Entrance Examination, out of sixteen 
examiners in English, only five were natives. Not so, however, with 
Englishmen. Mr. Billing, who passed the B.A. examination of the Calcutta 
University only in 1886, was appointed an examiner in English in the last 
F.A. Examination. : 

14,. The same paper says that, although an inereased number of 
examiners was appointed this year, the results 
of the last Entrance Examination, which took 
place in February last, have not yet been 
published. Why, then, was an additional set of examiners appointed P 

15. The same paper fully concurs in the conclusions arrived at by the 

ESO ee University Enquiry Committee and accepted 

as by the Senate in regard to the cancelled papers 

of the F. A. Examination. The course adopted by the Senate will, no 

doubt, cause injustice to some of the candidates, but there was under the 
circumstances no better course for the Senate to adopt. 

16. An anonymous correspondent from Dacca who appeared at the 
last F.A. Examination writes to the same 


Race distinctions in the University. 


Delay in publishing the results of 
the last Entrance Examination. 


The disclosure of questions. 


paper to say that he obtained all the Sanskrit 
questions a few days before the examination from a second year student of 


the Presidency College, together with the advise which the examiner gave 
‘0 his pupils orally. The correspondent also mentions the case of a candidate 
fom the Jagannath College in Dacca, who, having taken up Bengali as his 
second language in the Entrance Examination, found it too hard to get up 
Sanskrit for the F. A. Examination, and who was enabled by the disclosure 
of the Sanskrit questions to answer questions carrying 100 marks out of a 
- of 120. The student of the Presidency College also communicated to 
8 friends at Dacca the questions in English which are said to have been 

fisclosed by Mr. Hill. | 
The letter being anonymous, ‘the Editor does not publish it, and he 
Sarnestly requests the correspondent to send in his name and address, in 
order that his letter may be published. 
17. The Dainik-o-Samdchdra Chandrikd, of the 27th April, says that 


The BA. Beeminsss it is rumoured that of the two examiners, 
Tet eee Mr, Hill and Pundit Harish Chandra, who were 
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charged with having disclosed the questions set at thelast F. A. Examination, 
the ta has bees fully acquitted, but not the latter. When will the evidence 
which has been given in the case be published? Shall it be published 
orno? The writer does not:believe that it will be. Mr. Hill has committed 
no offence—the whole offence is Harish’s,-the University must clearly 
explain this to the public. A Bengali is now Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
University, and the public expect that justice willbe more scrupulously 
done. The writer would like to know in this connection whether or not 
Pundit Hatish Chandra has been given those rights which are conceded to 
accused persons in a Qourt of Justice. The Vice-Chancellor and the 
Registrar are chiefly responsible for the scandals connected with the 
University, and the Assistant Registrar is not wholly blameless. It is rumoured 
that Mr. Tawney offered to resign his Registrarship this year, and was 

revented from doing so by the importunities of Mr. Justice Gurndaz, 

r. Justice Gurudas had no reason to use such importunities. Mr. Tawne 
isa very learned man, but he is now unable to work as hard as the 
Registrarship requires. : 


18. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 27th April, says 


i ini aii Oana that or eg orn regarding the award 
The Middle Verneec al S~« Of scholarships to students passing the Middle 
preteen ernest 8 Vernacular Scholarship Examination has much 
to do with the unsatisfactory result of that examination in East Bengal this 
year. The number both of the candidates who appeared at the examination 
and of those who passed it has undergone considerable decrease. And it is 
likely that if the circular in question remains in force, all scholarships in 
connection with the middle vernacular examination will disappear. Hitherto 
the hope of obtaining scholarships attracted the sons of. poor people to the 
middle vernacular schools, and as that hope is now nearly gone, many of those 
very useful schools will have to be closed for want of scholars and great harm 
will be consequently done to the study of the Bengalilanguage. Besides, as 
the boys who pass the Middle Vernacular Scholarship examination, occupy 
very high places at the University examinations, the circular will indirectly 
affect the course of high education too. As most villages do not possess 
middle English schools, the village boys receive their education in circle and 
model schools supported by Government aid. But for want of encouragement 
in the shape of scholarships, these latter schools have failed to realize the 
object for which they have been established. In short, unless the present 
strictness in the award of scholarships at the middle vernacular examination 
is seagg away with, the cause of education in the country will seriously 
suffer. 
19. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 28th April, is glad 
, to notice that Sir Alfred Croft and Mr. Tawney 
last micoting of the Senne” ™ “ke have been outvoted on Mr. Bose’s proposal for 
a revision of the Actof incorporation of the 
Calcutta University. It isa matter of rejoicing that at least in this one 
instance the all-absorbing power of Sir Alfredover the University has met 
with a check. As for Mr. Tawney, he is seldom found to interest himeelf 
in or join any good movement. He is no doubt a learned man, but his 
heart is very narrow. And both Sir Alfred and Mr. Tawney are Anglo- 
Indians to the back-bone. | 
It is to be regretted that Dr. Bannerji did not give his hearty support 
toMr. A. M. Bose’s motion. His objection to it on the ground of want 
of funds was a wholly irrelevant one. Sir. Alfred also opposed the motion on 
the same ground. Well if the funds of the University do not admit of the crea- 
tion of university professorships, there will be no such professorships till the 
funds are larger. But there can be no harm in effecting the necessaty 
alterations in the law of incorporation legalizing the establishment of such 
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ssgorships. Butthe objection on the ground of want of funds is only 
an objection-which Sir Alfred Croft.and Mr. Tawney found it convenient to 
make use of in connection with the motion. Their real objection to it is that 
the creation of University professorships will ‘tell seriously on the prestige 
of the Government colleges, and consequently on that of the educational 
rities. | | 
“a A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 28th April, says 
that Babu Brahma Mohan Mallik’s transla- 
Babu Brahms Mohan Malliks tion of the 1st Book of Buclid is full of errors, 
SS and that its inclusion in the list of text-books 
prepared by the Central Text-Book Committee is due solely to the fact of his 
being a member of that Committee. In the 18th edition of.his book, Babu 
Brahma Mohan has confounded Jagannath Pundit’s definition of a straight 
line with that of Plato. His definition of a scalene triangle is ambiguous.and 
may apply to isosceles triangles too. He has mistranslated the word 
nitude used in the 8th axiom. He calls magnitude ras, which means 
number. For the English word dsect, used in the 9th and 10th propositions, 
he has used the Bengali word faye, which means two parts, equal or 
unequal, The right word is aafeee. There are various other wistakes 
of this nature. Babu Nrisinha Chandra Mukerji’s treatise on the same 
subject is much better worded and contains fewer errors. 


21. The Datnk-o-Samdchar Chandrikd, of the 1st May, says that 
Appointment of Mr. E.M. Wheeler Sir Alfred Croft has seen fit to appoint Mr. 
sa Professor in the KrishnagoreCol- JJ, M. Wheeler, son of Mrs. Wheeler, 
lege. Inspectress of Female Schools, and a daughter 
of the late Revd. K. M. Bannerji, who passed the M. A. examination only 
in 1886, to be a Professor in the Krishnagore College at an initial salary of 
Rs, 250—an unprecedented favour—which bas evidently annoyed the 
Sanjivant. But the writer does not see anything annoying in it. That a 
son Of Mrs. Wheeler should be thus favoured by Sir Alfred is not at all 
surprising. ° ” 
22. The Kastpur Nibasi, of the first fortnight of Baisakh 1297—B.E., 
says that the Dacca Dharma Rakshini Sabha 
m +4, Dutt's History of India hag very rightly objected to the use of Mr. 
R. ©. Dutt’s History of India in Bengali 
in the schools. For there is, on pages 2, 8,10, 11, 14, 17, 19, 22, 68 and 
79 of the book, matter which may shake the faith of the Hindu students in 


their national religion. The book should be at once removed from the list 
of text-books. | 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


23. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 22nd April, says that on the night 

Sane apnea NTE of the 17th May last, some one set fire to a 

stack of straw near Khosabagan in the towa of 

Burdwan, and a neighbouring house was with difficulty saved from destruc- 

lion, Having regard to the frequency of such accidents, the municipality 

ought not to permit stacks of straw to be kept within the town. The 

municipality should also purchase a fire-engine for putting down fires, 

The Samaya, of the 25th April, can by no means approve of the 

“ ! vote of thanks to Sir Henry Harrison which 

Harrison ° thanks to Sir Henry wag moved by Babu Kali Nath Mittra at the 

0 meeting of the Municipal Commissioners of 

cata held on the 21st April. The injury which Sir Henry Harrison has 

ny to the people of Calcutta by his new Municipal Act wholly outweighs 
© good he has done to them. ay 
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25. The Sulabh Samdchér-o-Kusadaha, of the 25th April, says that 

Gobardanga, in the 24-Pergunnahs, is infested 

aeabid dogs at Gobardangs, in the with rabid dogs, and four or five persons have 

— already been bitten by them. The muni- 

cipality is indifferent in the matter, and the Arms Act stands in the way of 
the people helping themselves. 

26. The Gramvast, of the 28th April, in reviewing the working of the 

Uluberia Local Board and the Howrah District 

pate, Boards in the district of Board during the last three years that they 

— have been in: existence makes the folloy- 
ing remarks :— 

The Howrah District Board has not worked satisfactorily. Baby 
Ambika Charan Bose, Vice-Chairman of the Board, is an educated and 
independent man, but he was not on good terms with the Chairman. And 
their quarrels greatly interfered with the work of Local Self-Government in 
the district. The Chairman does not care much for the work of Local 
Self-Government, and has not the tact to pull harmoniously with his 
colleagues. 

During the last three years the Board gave no aid to education. And 
with the exception of the Bipari-Hakola road and a portion of the Narit 
road, no new road was constructed by it. It did not also make any new 
village roads. The Uluberia Local Board did nothing. Both the Boards 
have, in short, disappointed public expectations. 

The Boards should prepare lists showing the number and class of lower 
class schools in the district, and stating the amount of aid which is given to 
each of those schools. They should also enquire whether or not any new 
schools have been established, and, if so, to how many among them they can 

ive aid. 
: A list should also be made of the large roads and small village roads 
that exist, and are required, and the amount that will be necessary to 
construct them or to keep them in repair should also, be ascertained 
beforehand. The District Board of Howrah is to blame for not entrusting 
the Uluberia Local Board with very important work. It should not do so 
in future. 


(g)— Railways and communications including canals and «rrigation. 


27. The Bangabasi, of the 26th April, says that though the Sone 
Canal funds are not in a flourishing condition, 
the canal establishment is very large. In 
the present financial condition of the canal, it is not wise to entertain the 
services of worthless but highly paid Cooper’s Hill men for work which can 
be satisfactorily done by overseers and supervisors. Government can cut 
down unnecessary expenditure if it only wills it. | 
The canal has not been productive of unmixed good. The evil done 
by it is such as attends every enterprise in which art is intended to supersede 
nature. The places along the banks of the river Sone were once very 
healthy owing tothe wholesomeness of its water, and fever and other 
maladies arising from dampness of soil were unknown. But since the 
construction of the canal the natural drainage of the tract has been 
obstructed, and the low lands have become unusually damp, and a fever, 
resembling the malarious fever of the Lower Provinces of Bengal, has made 
its appearance. 
or is this the only thing that can be said against the canal. The 
good that the canal could do to the poor cultivators is minimised by the 
heavy taxes imposed in connection with it. The collectorate tax of Re. 1-14 
per bigah for watering the fields is not the only exaction to which the poor 
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altivator is subject. There are the ravenous subordinates of the Collector- 
- the patrol, the peon, the ameen and the overseer who must have their 
iui The investigations of the Canal Commission have, it seems, 
Poked this last evil to a certain extent; but it is a check which, like the 
: : ‘n the river must be a temporary one. The underlings in the various 
: blo services in India will never be free-from corruption. 
# Thus the only good the poor cultivator derives from the Sone canal, 
namely, water for his fields, is completely neutralised by the many exactions 
'o which he is subjected. For the poor cultivator of Behar to hope for 
better prospects will be like building castles in the air. — : 
98. The same paper says that the road from the village Mahbinder in 
the Burdwan district to the Memari station 


The road to the Memari Station. on the East Indian Railway is in a very bad 


. ti . : 
wa The Oluberia Darpan, of the 27th April, is sorry to learn that 


the members of the Uluberia Local Board have 
syampur in the Uluberia sub-division made no proposal for completing and keeping 
of the Howrah district. in a state of repair the road from Khadinan 
ght within the jurisdiction of the Bagnan thana to Ramnagar in the 
Syampur thana. Portions of this road were washed away in the last year's 
rain and flood, and if the road is not repaired it will cause great public 
inconvenience. It is hoped that the Chairman of the Board will look to the 
matter. 

80. The same paper says that the floods of 1295B.E. caused two 
breaches in the road from Mankur Ferry ghat to Mukunda Dighi in the 
Uluberia sub-division of the Howrah district, 
which, if not repaired, will occasion great 
inconvenience. The Chairman of the Local 
Board should look to the matter. 

31. The Gramvasi, of the 29th April, has learnt that about 7 or 8 
The Narit road in the Uluberia sub- hundred rupees will be still required to com- 
division of the Howrah District. plete the Narit road; but the Magistrate has 
written a letter to the Commissioner requesting him not to sanction this 
additional expenditure. But considering the large sums of money which 
the road has already cost, it will not be proper to grudge it the very small 
sum of money required for its completion. | 


The road from Khadinan ghat to 


The road from Mankur Ferry ghat 
to Mukunda Dighi in the Uluberia 
Sub-division., 


(h).—GENERAL. 


32. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 22nd April, supports the order of 
dismissal passed by Government on the three 
Assistant Surgeons. As subordinates, they 
were bound to obey the order of Dr. Hilson, the head of their Department. 
But instead of doing that, they criticised that order and thereby assumed a 
nght which did not belong to them. It will be impossible to carry on the 
work of Government if subordinates are allowed to criticise the orders of 
their official superiors. The dismissed Assistant Surgeons should have first 
obeyed the order of Dr. Hilson, and then asked Government to consider 
the propriety of that order. But as they did not adopt that course, they 
were clearly in the wrong, and Government cannot be blamed for having dis- 
missed them. 
33. The Sahachar, of the 23rd April, thinks that Mr, Beadon has been 
Je Government order jin the Dur- adequately punished by the Lieutenant- 
ngs Temple case. Governor, and blames those who recently held 
‘Meeting at Durbhunga for the propose of expressing their dissatisfaction 
With the Jieutenant-Governor’s decision in the matter, and who have ex- 
pressed a desire to carry the matter to Parliament. All further action is 
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uncalled for, and will furnish the enemies of the people of this country wip 
a handle for traducitig them. 
94, The Samaya, of the 26th April,says that, as only European Up. 
The Uncovenanted Service Com- covenanted Officers will give evidence before 
mittee. the Committee which is about to sitin England 
to consider their grievances, they will, as a matter of course, speak in favoy, 
of the proposal to pay them pension in English money, and the report of the 
Committee will also be to that effect. The Committee’s report will be accepted 
by Lord Cross, and the prayer of the European Uncovenanted Servants will be 
granted. All this may be safely predicted. Instead of spending India’s 
money in this way, Lord Cross will therefore do well to grant the prayer of 
the European Uncovenanted Service without enacting this farce of an enquiry 
by a Committee. 


Ths Desthinnae Dendelien. 85. The same paper makes the following 


remarks on the Durbhuoga Resolution :— 

The inadequacy of the punishment which has been meted to Mr. 
Beadon has hurt the feelings of every Hindu. Government cannot be said 
to have acted properly in the Darbhunga Temple case. The leniency shown 
to Mr. Beadon is due to the fact that, when the father of that officer was 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Sir Steuart Bayley served under him. 

36. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin’s administration, though 

Mr. Pugh’s appointment as Standing condemned by the people of this country, Was 
Counsel. unquestionably better than that of Lord 
Lansdowne’s. Lord Dufferin was half Liberal and half Conservative, but Lord 
Lansdowne is purely Conservative. Lord Dufferin recommended the introduc- 
tion of the elective principle into the Indian Legislative Councils, but Lord 
Lansdowne has opposed it. By compelling Sir Lepel Griffin to retire, 
Lord Dufferin did some justice to the Begum of Bhopal, but Lord Lansdowne 
has proved himself a low-mindeu ruler by deposing the Maharaja of Cashmere. 
Reference is then made to the appoinment of Mr. Pugh to officiate for Mr. 
Phillips as Standing Counsel, and the story related in the Judian Mirror 
newspaper is repeated that on one occasion Lord Lansdowne went to Patka- 
bari to hunt, and while there promised to Mr. Hill, Manager of the Fatkabari 
indigo factory, that he would give the post of Standing Counsel to his brother- 
in-law Mr. Pugh, and that, in giving the post to Mr. Pugh, His Excellency 
has simply kept his promise to the planter. The writer will not say anything 
about the truth or otherwise of the Zndvan Mirror’s story ; but he must say 
that the postshould have been given to Mr. W. C. Bonerjee, who officiated 
as Standing Counsel in 1881; and that, considering that both Lord Ripon and 
Lord Dufferin gave the post to Mr. Bonerjee, Lord Lansdowne has 
certainly done a very improper thing by ignoring the claims of the natives in 
the present instance. : 

: 37. The same paper again refers to the 

van nee SY Excise Despatch of | wae sae and observes 
as follows :— 
1. Government has, in the course of the Resolution denied that drun- 
kenness has increased in the country under English rule, but 

it has also contradicted itself by saying that it has increased 

drunkenness to some extent among the educated classes 

and the low caste people who work in the factories. Govert- 

meat is of opinion that this increase of drunkenness can be 

put down by increasing the duty on liquor, and making the 

excise regulations more stringent in their application. 

This may be true, but who is to take these very necessary steps 

in the way of reform Not Government to be sure, fort 

never moves of its own accord in a matter of this kind. 

Whenever newspaper agitation rouses it to temporary activity, 
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it contents itself with abolishing an outstill here or an ovitsetill 
there. The fact that a large increase of the duty on liquor 
has failed to keep the labouring classes from drinking shows 
how. deeply they have imbibed drinking habits. Government 
knows very well that no increase of the duty on liquor 
will check drunkenness, and yet it goes on increasing it 
simply with the object of increasing Ms revenue. 

9. Government says in reply to Mr. Caine’s proposal to levy a tax 
on. country-made beer that it has already made the experi- 
ment, and as the imposition of a duty did not result in an 
increase of revenue, it has thought fit not to levy it. Now 
Mr, Caine’s proposal had nothing to do with the question of 
increase of revenue. All that his proposal contemplated 
was checking drunkenness by increasing the duty on 
country-emade beer. But Government forgot this; and 
well it mivht; for it does not care in the least for the welfare 
of its subjects; its only concern is for its own revenue. 

8. There is also no truth in the statement made by Government 
that there is no chance of the revenue being increased 
by the imposition of a duty on country-made beer. 
Beer has been manufactured in this country since 1877 
and the following table shows how largely the quantity 
manufactured has increased since that time :— 


_— "ane —_ gps: eo 
1877 a - .., 2,164,048 1883 me we 2,597,298 
1878 ia ... 1,522,769 1884 “i vee 25778,680 
1879 as ... 1,569,026 1885 sn ..» 9,150,342 
1880 a ... 1,974,578 1886 a ... 4,403,638 
1881 - .. 62,448,711 1887 a ... 5,085,080 
1882 we 2,594,667 1888 a we. 5,862,191 


This clearly shows that the increase of drunkenness can be parti- 
ally checked by increasing the duty on liquor, and that consequently, 
if Government had imposed a duty on country-made beer, drunkenness 
would not have gone on increasing in the country in the way it has. 

38. The Sudhdkar, of the 25th Apni, says that strict impartiality 
ought to be observed by Government between 
Hindus and Mahomedans in the administra- 
} tion of this country. And it is a matter of 
regret that this is not done by Government. It so happens now-a-days that 
the whole official staff of a district, from the District Magistrate to the Sub- 
Deputy, and from the District Judge to the Munsif, consists of Hindus. And 
in addition to this the whole Bar of the district is as a rule Hindu. What 
the consequence of this state of things may be it should not be hard to 
guess. In law suits between Hindus and Mahomedans the latter naturally 
despair of justice being done to them, though there may not be the least 
ground for any suspicion of unfairness in the trial of thecase. In districts 
which are in the exclusive charge of Hindu officials, and especially in the 
districts in the northern, eastern, and central parts of Bengal, where the 
Majority of population are Mahomedans, such suspicion cannot be prevented. 
And if this state of things in the administration of the country is allowed to 
continue, the result will be prejudicial not only to the Hindu and Mahomedan 
communities, but also to the Government. Tne latter is therefore earnestly 
entreated to direct its attention to the matter. 

39. The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 25th 
April, thus criticises the Durbhunoga Resolu- 
tion :— 7 | 

Various pleas have been devised in the Resolution with the view of 
exculpating Mr. Beadon,: but not a word is said in it in favour of the Hindus 
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whose religious feelings have been hurt by Mr. Beadon, who have bee, 
involved in great trouble and expense in consequence of Mr. Beadon’s actio, 
and who have in epite of such provocation kept their temper so well. Stil], a. 
the-editor of some native paper says, the conduct of Sir Steuart Bayley, whe 
has caused an enquiry to be made in the temple case, has been very much better 
than that of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab in the Rhotak aff. i, 
And Sir Steuart Bayley deserves thanks even for the little he bas done in the 

temple affair. 
40. The same paper has heard that Mr. Luson recently came {, 
Calcutta with the object of strengthening hi 


Mr. Jason's oppressions in the osition, and has, on his return to Jess, 


Jessore district. re, 


issued warrants against 200 ryots. A, 
attempt is being made to inflict complete and certain ruin on the ryots by 
dispossessing them of their lands. If they are dispossessed of their lands, death 
by starvation is their inevitable lot. Will nothing be done to put down 
oppression? No. For even if the matter is brought to the notice of 
Parliament, the Lieutenant-Governor will probably publish a safiat defend. 
ing Mr. Luson. 

41. The Sanjivani, of the 26th ges that no one can help 

: expressing satisfaction at the Government 
bisaiis Seale ont, order in the Dar- order in the Durbhunga temple case. 
Mr. Beadon may be taken to be adequately 
punished by his transfer. And considering that that officer confessed his error 
and expressed deep regret for having committed it, there was no necessity of 
inflicting upon him even the punishment of a transfer. But the Hindu 
community, it is said, is not satisfied with the Lieutenant-Governor’s order, 
and intend moving Parliament on the subject of the inadequacy of 
Mr. Beadon’s punishment. But this would be vindictiveness, pure and 
simple. The utmost the Hindu community can fairly do is to sue the 
municipality for damages. It is hoped that the Hindus of Durbhunga will 
calmly consider the matter and refrain from taking any steps that will look 
like vindictiveness. | 

It is gratifying to note that Mr. Beadon has been censured by the 
Lieutenant-Governor for not having consulted the Municipal Commissioners 
before taking the steps he thought necessary in regard to the destruction of 
the temple. 

42. The Dacca Prakash, of the 27th April, is not satisfied with the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s decision in the Dur- 
bhunga temple case. Mr. Beadon was 
certainly wrong in ordering the demolition of 
the temple, although at the time when he issued that order it contained no 
image. As the mandir was one in which Mahavirji was worshipped regularly 
at times, it was an object of perpetual veneration to the Hindus, in the same 
way as the Chandi mandap, in which the goddess Durga is worshipped only 
three days in the year, is venerated at all times. Mr. Beadon knew all this 
and ordered the demolition of the temple, and yet in the eyes of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor his offence has not been a grave one. 


43. The Gramvasi, of the 28th April, has the following about the 
Sub-Registrar of Uluberia :-— 

The Sub-Registrar ‘is still returning on 
false pretexts documents brought into his office for registration, and is 
accepting them again on the payment of bribes through the mukhtear Hiru 
Babu, who has taken the place of the clerk Jadub Baboo in this business. 
The Sub-Registrar spends the holidays in Calcutta, and does little or no 
work on Saturdays and Mondays. And in his office he passes much time 10 
sleep, from which it is difficult to rouse him. And when he sleeps people 
having documents to register go away disappointed. 


Tne Government order in the Dur- 
bhunga temple case. 
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ment can, by deputing an officer of the Registration Depart- 

BP og an saauliy, easily find out the truth or falsity of these charges. 
. Steuart Bayley’s attention is drawn to. the subject. 

. 44, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, ‘of the 30th April, says that 
it is because Dr. Hilson is an Englishman 
that he has been able to insult and punish the 
three native Assistant Surgeons as thieves and dacoits. If these Assistant 
Surgeons had been Englishmen, he would not have been able to maintain 
bis point against them in the way he has done, and the Viceroy and the 
Lieutenant-Governor too would not have been able to confirm his unjust 
order. Dr. Hilson who has punished the native Assistant Surgeons has not 
been able to touch a hair on the head of Dr. Sanders. The writer loves and 
respects Sir Steuart Bayley, and he has also great respect for His Honour’s 
Chief Secretary, Sir John Edgar. Justiee is found to be done in many 
eases under their administration. But the writer is sorry to see injustice 
and oppression encouraged under their administration, indirectly, if not 
directly, in three cases, namely, the indigo case in Jessore, the Hilson case, 
and the Durbhunga temple case. Is it to be understood that Sir Steuart 
Bayley has, towards the close of his administration, begun to slight public 
opinion? ‘It is the writer’s belief that there is some deep state-craft at the 
bottom of all these cases. The Indian officer has begun to lose prestige 
in consequence of the frequent discussion of his conduct in Parliament. 
And this, it is thought, may prejudice the administration of the country. 
The Indian officials are, therefore, as if under some secret direction of the 
Home authorities, defying Parliament by acting more and more despotically. 
And it seems as if the oppressive acts of Luson, Beadon and Hilson are being 
supported by Government in pursuance of this policy. 

45, The same paper says that Mr. Beadon has shown great cowardice 
iach by shifting the responsibility for the demolition 
: of the Durbhunga temple on to another 
person. Many people also think that all his statements are not truthful. 
He says that there was no image iu the temple when he ordered its demoli- 
tion, and that he did not think that his order would be so promptly executed. 
Sir Steuart Bayley ought not to have accepted such a worthless explanation. 
Mr. Beadon knew that the temple was possessed of all its scanctity at the 
time he gave the order for its demolition. He ought also to have known that 
the order given by him as Municipal Chairman would be promptly executed 
by the Vice-Chairman. And it is impossible to believe that he did not 
know this. He offered this excuse simply because he had no other excuse 
tourge. The writer is sorry that such a guilty and cowardly officer has not 
been punished. 
_ _ It is good that the demolition of the temple is being protested against 
in this country. But it would be unwise to appeal to Parliament in the matter. 
Such an appeal will do no good, and will only make the Indian officials angry. 


The three Assistant Surgeons. 


IT I—Lxeisiativez. 


46. Referring to the opposition of the Mahomedans to the movement 
Oe a EO set on foot to protest against Lord Cross’s 
went against Lord Cross's Bl,” ~—Ss Lndian Councils Bill, the Sulabh Samdchdr-o- 
Kusadaha, of the 25th April, says that the 
” of the Mahomedan community that their interests will suffer at the hands 
ot the Hindus if the elective principle is introduced into the Legislative 
ouncils of India are wholl groundless. The Hindus and. the Maho- 
ans are both subjects of the same Sovereign, and so their political interests 
Dstead of being of a conflicting nature are in all respects identical. 


hatever political rigbts will be secured by the elected Hindu members of 
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the Councils will be enjoyed equally by Mahomedans and Hindus. Religions 
differences have nothing to do with the political interests of the two commn- 
nities, And as regards the religious differences themselves there is nothin 
to show that any ill-feeling exists on that score between educated Hindus 
and educated Mahomedans. And assuming for the sake of argument that 
the Hindus if elected members of the Councils will exercise their new rights 
in a manner which will be prejudicial to Mahomedan interests, will there 
be no men of other nationalities too in the Councils, and what reason hare 
the Mahomedans to think that these latter will also be inimical to them? 
47. The Dacca Prakash, of the 27th April, has the following on the 
subject of the reform of the Indian Legisla. 
Reform of the Indian Legislative tive Gouncils :-— ' 
Councils, : 

The system of election, such as is now 
prevalent in the country, ond under which even a butcher can become a men- 
ber of a District Board, is not the one which the writer would like to ge¢ 
introduced into the Indian Legislative Councils. The real interests of the 
Hindus and the Mahomedans will never be served by those Councils until a 
number of men of both communities, deeply religious and possessed of a 
thorough knowledge of the religious and social customs of their respective 
cOmmunities, are given seats therein. As laws affecting the religious and 
social customs of the two communities are sometimes made by those 
Councils, the returning to them of such members as do not care for those 
customs cannot possibly be conducive to the interests of those communities, 
And as none of the Bills which have been framed in England On the subject 
of the reform of the Indian Legislative Councils contains any provision for 
securing the presence of really religious Indians in the Legislative Councils, 
the writer is in favour of none of them. If Government considers it necessary 
to make laws which will not clash with the social and religious customs of the 
Hindus and Mahomedans, it should select at least one-half the number of 
members in the Legislative Councils from among the members of tie Hindu 
and Mahomedan religious associations, the number of members s~lected from 
each community being in proportion to the population composing it. In 
the case of the Hindus every religious association having a hundred 
members, including Brahmins, should be permitted to elect a member for the 
Councils, Similar rights should be conferred on the associations of mollas 
and maulavis in the country. 


VI.—MIsceELLANEOUS. 


48. The Samaya, of the 25th April, is sorry tolearn that Salmat Al 
The Court of Wards and the minor han, a minor zemindar of Chittagong, has 
semindar of Chittagong. been, by order of the Court of Wards, sent 
to Hughli to prosecute his studies there against the wishes of his mother. 
The Court ought to have consulted the wishes of the boy’s mother in the 
matter. 
49. The Sudhdkar, of the 25th April, referring to the Sanjivant’s article 
‘The Sanjivani on the Mahomedans On “The Mahomedans and the Congress 
2 oe (see Report on Native Papers for week end- 
ing the 26th April, paragraph 39), says that, though the writer 10 the 
Sanjivant has demonstrated by figures that eleven per cent. of the delegates 
to the last Congress were Mahomedans, yet it would challenge the 
Sanjivant to show that any one of the Mahomedan delegates was a repre- 
sentative man in any sense of the word. Even the few learned and reé- 
pectable Mahomedans who joined the Congress at the outset withdrew 
themselves as soon as they perceived their mistake. Those Bengal Maho- 
medans who are either zemindars or are employed in the public service 
have kept themselves aloof from the movement, and will the Saajiam 
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wil) dare affirm that the Congress movement has the sympathy of the 
ans 

a % The same paper says that, what with their oppression by the 
indigo-planters and the scarcity of food in 
the district, the poor ryots of Jhenidah and 
Magura are in a fair way of being completely ruined. The agitation in 
the native press has failed to produce any effect. The District Superin- 
tendent of Police has visited Jhenidah and Magura with a strong force of 
constables, but with what object is not yet known. Will not His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor yet see his way to delivering the helpless ryots 
fom the clutches of the planters ? 

51. The Education Gazette, of the 25th 
April, thus speaks of Lord Reay :— 

Lord Reay was a great friend of the natives of this country. What- 
ever the faults of his administration may have been, this much is certain 
that His Excellency never swerved from the path of justice. The people 
of Bombay praise him for his impartiality, because he made no distinction 
between European and native. He spared no pains to give full scope to 
Local Self-Government in Western India. He appointed a good many 
natives as members of the Bombay Legislative Council, and in so doing 
his only object was to do justice to the people of this country. The Pre- 
sidency Association and the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha owe their birth and 
their present influence to his encouragement. He was always favourably 
disposed towards the Congress movement. ‘Tne present official administra- 
tion of the Bombay Municipality is also owing to him. He was a friend 
of high education, and he was particularly anxious to advance technical 
education. He tried his best to do even-handed justice in the Crawford 
case, and it is for all these reasons that the Zimes of India, the Lnglish- 
man, and other Anglo-Indian papers called him a “ foreigner,’ and charac- 
terised his administration as unEnglish, unsympathetic and immoral. That 
the Anglo-Indian papers called him a “foreigner” is simply because he 
would not show any special partiality to Europeans. But the people over 
whom he ruled for five years consider him to have been a man of a very 
diferent type, and will never cease to praise him. 

d2. The Samaya, of the 25th April, makes the following remarks 
on the indigo disputes in the Magura and 
Jhenidah sub-divisions of the district of 


The ryots of Jhenidah and Magura. 


Lord Reay. 


The indigo affair in Jessore. _ 


Jessore :-— 


Oppression upon the ryots has reached its utmost limit since the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Luson as Sub-divisional Officer of Jhenidah and Magura. The 
writer never thought that the case would be such during the administration of 
Sit Steuart Bayley, and he is greatly astonished to find His Honour perfectly 
unmoved in the midst of the agitation that has been set on foot against 
Mr. Luson. The petition submitted to His Honour by Garibulla is then 
referred to, and the writer expresses the hope that Sir Steuart Bayley will 
not earn a bad name for himself in the last days of his administration. 

03. Referring to the statement that the scene of the indigo disputes 

The indigo affair in Jessore, in Jessore was to have been visited by the 
atin Magistrate and the District Superintendent of 
olice, with Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, and forty or fifty constables, the 
angabast, of the 26th April, asks is anything more wanted to make up a 
regular war equipment ? hat took place on the occasion of this visit is 
re yet known. But there can be no doubt that the ryots feel convinced 
at Government is conniving at the cruelties and oppressions that are being 
actised upon them by the indigo-planters. Nothing can be more painful 
40 that such a suspicion should be roused against a Government which is 
Presided over by His Honour Sir Steuart Bayley. The petition of Garibulla 
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will certainly move the heart of the Lieutenant-Governor. But itis a serious 
matter that Goevrnment should conduct itself in such a way as to make 
it possible for any one to present a petition containing such grave charges 
against the executive and the judiciary of a district as are set forth in this 

etition of Garbulla. The boldness of the ryots is a sure sign that they have 
bien goaded to despair. That the weak and poor Bengali ryot is bold 
enough to call his Magistrate and Commissioner unfair and unfit men clear! 
proves that he has given up all hope of redress on earth, and that continued 
oppression has made him deperate. 

54, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 27th April, publishes 

itis diate td a correspondent’s letter on the subject of the 
eS indigo disputes in Jessore, the substance of 
which is given below :— 

The oppressive conduct of Mr. Luson has made people forget the 
oppressions committed by the indigo-planters. Upwards of a hundred Villages 
have been brought to the brink of ruin by the oppressions committed by 
Mr. Luson and the indigo-planters. It is difficult to count the number of 
those against whom civil and criminal suits are pending. During the last 
three months about 50 men of the Magura sub-division have been sent to 
prison, and fines, exceeding in amount Rs. 2,000, have been levied upon poor 
helpless ryots, who have also to pay the costs of the suits for arrears of 
rent that have been brought against them. 

But all this has failed to shake the resolution of the people who have 
preferred suffering oppression to sowing indigo. When the indigo disputes first 
broke out, Mr. Gupta, Magistrate, came to Binodepur and ordered the con- 
tending parties to suspend their agricultural operations until the question 
of right to the disputed lands was decided by the Deputy Magistrate of 
Magura. Shortly after the Deputy Magistrate paid a visit to Binodepur, and 
as the planters could produce no reliable documents proving their title to the 
disputed lands, he gave permission to the ryots to sow crops on all lands 
within the village except those which were really khas khamar lands of the 
Sahibs. After this the ryots sowed pulses, linseed, rye, &c., on their lands, and 
the planters sowed indigo on tneirs. The crop of pulses was gathered in, and 
while the other crops were still on the lands, the ryots began to prepare lands 
for the cultivation of teel and paddy. About this time Mr. Luson was en- 
trusted with the charge of the Magura sub-division. And Mr. Luson soon 
made his presence in the sub-division felt by sending people to jail in batches, 
and by selling their goods and cattle for recovering the amount of the fines 
imposed on them. And when all their oppressions failed to shake the resolu- 


— tion of the ryots not to sow indigo, Mr. Luson advised the planters to sue 


them under section 145 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

A certain number of cases were accordingly instituted under that section, 
and in spite of evidence in favour of the ryots the disputed lands were 
attached, and their application under section 526 asking the Magistrate to 
put off the decision of the cases until they should have moved a higher court 
to have their cases transferred from his file was rejected -and the cases were 
decided exparte in favour of the planters. On the 15th of April possession 
of the disputed lands was formally made over to the plantera by a canoongoe 
who came from the mofussil for the purpose. On the 16th a party of the 
planters accompanied by the Police Inspector Rakhal Babu, 8 head- 
constable, seven or eight constables, and about 25 to 80 lathials, came to the 
Badanpur chak in Binodepur, destroyed the crops standing on the fields of the 
ryots and began to harrow them. The ryots resisted, and the planters’ party 
was at last turned out of the fields. In the confusion which followed, some 
village boys threw stones at the retreating party, and some villagers pursue 
them. The Police Inspector having reported the matter to Mr. Lusot, 
the latter came to Binodepur followed by a large number of constables, 


c i } 


f the villagers, and abusing the latter in anger, Mr. Luson’s party 
hy the ferry. In the meantime the people in the hat dispersed and 
ven villagers made for the ferry with the object of releasing their brethren 


and making a statement of their grievances to the Magistrate. 


oming, the lathials in the service of the planters made the Joint- 
pacha od ne that the villagers were coming to assault him and to 


snatch away the prisoners. 
villagers 10 


a conciliatory style, and told them to go home after giving them 


the assurance that they would not have to sow indigo any longer, and that even 


banded justice would be done to them. 


service of 


He also ordered the lathials in the 
the planters to lay down their /a¢his and not to make any distur- 


hance. After this he made for the boat and was ferried over to Mr. Selby’s 
factory. After refreshing himself in the factory he, in consultation with 
Mr. Selby and the Police Inspector, draft: d a report charging the villagers with 
having assaulted the police and made an attack on himself. Nearly 90 
constables armed with bayonets have been assembled in the factory at Chaulia, 
ond it is rumoured that the Magistrate, with the help of European soldiers and 
police constables, will arrest the villagers who have refused to sow indigo, 
ruin the village, and cause indigo to be sown for the Sahebs. 

The incidents related above have struck terror into the kcarts of the 
ryots of Binodepur, who have left the village with their goods and cattle. 
The people of the surrounding villages are also in a state of fear and anxiety. 
The few gentlemen who hed hitherto helped the ryots are now trembling 
with fear. The ryots are utterly helpless, and mere writing in the newspapers 


will do them no 


good at such a time as this. Patriotic gentlemen ought 


~ tocall upon the Lieutenant-Governor and ask His Honour to interfere on 


behalf of the 


people. It is certain that if Sir Steuart Bayley had paid a 


visit to the disturbed villages, the grievances of these ry»ts would have been 
by this time removed. | 


00. The Dacca Prakash, of the 27th April, says that the tornado 
The tornado in the districtof My- Which, on the 15th April, passed over the town 


mensingh. 


of Jamalpur and the surrounding villages in 


the district of Mymensingh has resulted in considerable loss of life and 
property. The places visited by the tornado are full of dead bodies of 
beasts and birds in a state of di composition. The tanks and wells are full 
of filthy matters, and the dead bodies of animals and their water has conse- 


quently become unfit for use. 


A large number of men have also perished. 


there is no one to take care of the wounded. Nearly 200 persons have been 
made houseless by the tornado. These men are utterly destitute and are 


begging, 


The writer is sorry to find the Police and the Government 


employés at Jama:pur indifferent in the matter of granting relief to the 


distressed people. 


06, 


The tornado in Mymensingh. 


They have as yet instituted no enquiry into the matter. 


A correspondent, named Iswar Chandra Sinha, writes to the 
-Dainik-o-Samdachdr Chandrtké, of the 28th 
April, to the following effect :— 


Having, on the 16th April last, heard of the tornado which lately 
passed over Jamalpur and several other places in the Mymensingh district, 
the correspondent visited the parts and found that 20 persons had been killed 
‘nd more than a hundred seriously wounded. Of the latter one or two 


ate being 


dying dail 
yet save m 


daily admitted to the hospital, and about the same number are 
y- The attention of the public and of the Government may 
any lives. The local authorities appear to be quite indifferent to 


ne distress of the people. Nor are they yet making the necessary 
‘OVestigations, 
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67. Tne Som Prakash, of the 28th April, says that inflaenza has 
Influenza and the native clerks at broken out among the Bengali clerks at 

Simis. Simla, and ten of them have already fallen 
victims to it. It is hoped that, in view of these deaths, the Governo; 
General will leave the place and return to Calcutta. Do not the Sahebs 
- hs their pleasure trip to the Simla hills means to their poor Bengali 
clerks 

58. Tne Daintk-o-Samdchadr Chandrikd, of the 30th April, says that 

the poor ryots of Jessore, who are oppressed } 

the planters, by the police, and by Mr. Trane, 
are filling the newspapers with their complaints, and are sending memorials 
and telegrams to the Lieutenant-Governor in person. Under these circum- 
stances, the Lieutenant-Governor ought not to remain indifferent in the 
matter; and he is not, as a matter of fact, indifferent to the complaints of 
the ryots. * But the oppression is still on the increase, and so serious a charge 
as that of lovting has just been preferred against the planters and the police 
It is strange that such looting should be still possible under the English 
Government. Babu SBarodakanta Sarkar has wired this fact to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, not omitting to subscribe his name to the message. 
A charge so explicit certainly calls for an enquiry. If an officer in any other 
country had been charged with only one of the many offences which have 
been laid at the door of Mr. Luson, he would have been dismissed or 
adequately punished in some other way. And if no enquiry is made into 
the proceedings of Mr. Luson after the serious charges that have been 
brought against him, the people of Jessore will be frightened. Fear assumes 
the form of desperate fury when it is made to exceed its legitimate bounds, 
and that is exactly what has now taken place in Magura and Jhenidah. 

The writer wishes to see peace and order speedily restored in Jessore. 
He will not encourage injustice and oppression even for the sake of 
hundreds of indigo-planters. It is certain that Sir Steuart Layley will not 
be able to remain indifferent for a long time to the oppressions which are 
being suffered by the poor ryots at the hands of Mr. Luson and the planters. 
And it is therefore all the more necessary to warn him that delay in provid- 
ing a remedy may lead to very mischievous consequences. How is it that 
people still hear the wailings of the Jessore ryots? Sir Steuart Bayley is 
not one of those Governors who are deaf to the wailiogs of the people. 


The indigo affair in Jessore. 


Urntva Papers. 


59. Tne Otkaldipikd, of the 12th April, and the Samvddvdhika, of the 
10th April, insist upon the holding of 
careful enquiry into the causes of incendiarism 
in Balasore as illustrated by the mischief done to the house of Babu 
Gobind Cnandra Patnaik, a principal resident of that town, by fire. They 
complain bitterly of the police who have in their departmental report 
attributed these fires to accident in the face of certain evidence to the 
contrary. | 

60. Referring to the enquiries instituted into the alleged abuse of 
their powers by the educational officers of 
Orissa in connection with the use of particular 
books as text-books to the exclusion of other books of equal merit in the 
vernacular schools of Orissa, by the Inspector of Schools, Western Circle, 
the Utkaldipika, of the 12th April, observes that the procedure adopted 12 
tne enquiry should have resembled either the secret investigations of the 
police or the open enquiry of a regularly constituted Commission. Toe 
Inspector was not empowered to administer oath and he was not therefore 
in @ position to secure trae, full, and unqualified evidence. The writer 
recommends the adoption of a better mode of enquiry. 


Fires in Balasore town. 


The Orissa text-book enquiry. 
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61. Reterring to the surplus in the budget, the same paper observes that 

alas in the budget andthe Surplus of more than three crores of rupecs 
ssaoule should have induced the Government to raise 
the minimum limit of taxable income under the Income-tax Act to one 
thousand rupees a year, as that would have relieved a large class of Her 
Majesty's subjects from peculiar hardships. : | 

63. In adverting to the last results of the Cuttack Medical School, 
the Dipaka, of the 12th April, remarks that 
they are satisfactory, but suggests that a 
higher standard of general proficiency should in future be demanded of 
candidates for admission to that school. The writer himself would maka 
the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University such a standard. 


The Cattack Medical School. 


Assam PAPERS. 


63. The Partdarshak, of the 21st April, says that the stamp-vendor of 

The stamp-vendor of Madhubpur Madhubpur Bazar in Habiguaoge considers it 

Bazar in Habigunge. beneath his dignity to sell two-anna stamps, 

aod thereby causes great inconvenience to the public. The writer threatens 

the vendor with a full exposure if he does not mend his ways, and calls 
upon the authorities to take notice of his conduct. 

64, The same paper complains against Mr. Harold of Moulavi Bazar, 
and asks the Deputy Commissioner to save 
the people of that station from that official. 
65. The Stlchar, of the 2lst April, says that the reason why the 
people of Cachar have made so small progress 
in education is that the Assam Government 
does not sufficiently encourage them with appointments in the public service 
of that province. With the exception of two or three posts in the Oachar 
Court all posts in the gift of G.vernment are held by foreigners. The people 
of Cachar do not for this reason care for English education. It therefore 
behoves Government to give them special encouragement in a variety of 
ways so that they may feel induced to educate themselves. 

1. In the Courts, in the Police and in the Post Office natives of Cachar 
should be appointed as apprentices; and the p:sts which are now given to 
men who have passed the Entrance Examination should in the case of natives 
of Cachar, be given to those who have passed the minor examination. 

2. The education system in Cachar should be changed. The rate 
of school fees in the schools of that district should range between one and 
four annas, and the number of inspecting officers should be increased. The 
Sub-Inspectors cannot properly perform the inspection work. The rule 
regarding the award of prizes every three months should be strictly enforced. 


Inspecting pundits should be engaged and rewarded for their work as is done 
in Bengal. 


Mr. Harold of Moulavi Bazar. 


The condition of Cachar. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
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BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 8rd May 1890. 
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